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RIVERTON CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the 

Regular Council Meeting 

Held June 4, 2013 

7:00 PM 

 

The regular meeting of the Riverton City Council was held on the above date and time, duly 

convened by Mayor Ronald O. Warpness at 7:01 p.m.  City Council Members present were Todd 

Smith, Jonathan Faubion, Rich Gard, Eric Heiser, Mary Ellen Christensen, and John “Lars” 

Baker.  Council Member Baker led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Warpness declared a 

quorum of the Council.  

  

City Staff present were City Administrator Steven M. Weaver, City Clerk/Director of 

Administrative Services Courtney V. Bohlender, Public Services Director William Urbigkit, 

Police Captain C. T. Smith, Finance Director Gloria Hardman, and City Secretary Kristin 

Watson. 

 

Approval of the Agenda – Council Member Smith moved, seconded by Council Member 

Faubion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Communication from the Floor – Robert Scheidemantel with WYDOT addressed the Council 

regarding some of the projects that WYDOT will be working on in the near future. 

 

Consent Agenda – City Clerk/Director of Administrative Services Courtney V. Bohlender read 

the consent agenda items by title only: Approval of the Minutes – May 21, 2013 Regular Council 

Meeting; Approval of the Minutes – May 23, 2013 Council Work Session; Approval of the 

Minutes – June 3, 2013 Finance Committee Meeting; Approval of the Finance Committee 

Recommendations – June 3, 2013; Finance Committee recommended approval of the bills to be 

paid in the amount of $223,995.70, manual checks in the amount of $878.00, payroll/liabilities 

for 5/17/13 in the amount of $223,764.69, for a total of $448,638.39.  Council Member Baker 

moved, seconded by Council Member Heiser to approve the consent agenda as presented.  

Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Public Hearing & Consideration of Transfer of Retail Liquor License from China Panda to 

Wal-Mart – Council Member Heiser moved, seconded by Council Member Christensen to open 

the public hearing for the consideration of a retail liquor license transfer from China Panda to 

Wal-Mart.  Motion passed unanimously.  Attorney Randy Reed, representing Wal-Mart, 

addressed the Council regarding the potential transfer of liquor license ownership.  Jeremiah 

Griffin, also representing Wal-Mart, addressed the Council about the plans to build a liquor box 

in the Riverton Wal-Mart store.  Jana Pederson, Bob Woodward, and Brandon McCarter all 

spoke against the proposed transfer.  There being no others to speak, Council Member Gard 

moved, seconded by Council Member Smith to close the public hearing.  Motion passed 

unanimously.  Council Member Smith moved, seconded by Council Member Gard to approve 

the transfer of retail liquor license ownership from China Panda to Wal-Mart.  After discussion 

from the Council, motion failed with Council Member Smith, Gard and Heiser voting aye; and 

Council Members Faubion, Christensen, Baker and Mayor Warpness voting nay. 

 

Public Hearing & Consideration of Restaurant Liquor License Application for China 

Panda – Council Member Heiser moved, seconded by Council Member Faubion to open the 

public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.  There being no one to speak, Council Member 

Heiser moved, seconded by Council Member Christensen to close the public hearing.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  Council Member Heiser moved, seconded by Council Member Faubion to 

deny the application for a restaurant liquor license to China Panda.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

DCI Project Expenditure Update – City Administrator Steven Weaver stated that Councilman 

Todd Smith requested a discussion on the DCI project due to a number of over-expenditures.  

City Administrator Weaver updated the Council on the DCI Project expenditures and reported 

that an additional $7,500.00 will be needed in the next year’s fiscal budget for a security fence.  

After some discussion and informational questions presented to the Director of Administrative 

Services, Council Member Heiser moved, seconded by Council Member Christensen to approve 

the security fence for DCI in the amount of $7,500.00. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Capital Plan Discussion – City Administrator Steven Weaver spoke to the Council regarding 

the Capital Project Plan for FY 13/14. 
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Council Committee Reports & Council Members’ Roundtable – Council Members Heiser, 

Christensen, and Baker reported on the Recreation Board, Airport Board, and the Paint What 

Matters Campaign, respectively.   

 

City Administrator’s Report – City Administrator Steven Weaver reminded the Council and 

the public about WAM Convention, June 12-15, 2013.  Mr. Weaver also reminded the Council 

about the June 18, 2013 meeting that will begin with a Budget Work Session at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor’s Comments – Mayor Warpness commented on the WAM Convention, the 

disappointing decision for Wal-Mart and the 16 year-old girl who was hurt at the carnival.  

Mayor Warpness presented a picture of a past Mayor, F.D. Stratton to place on the wall in the 

Council Chambers. 

 

Adjourn – There being no further business to come before the Council, Council Member Heiser 

moved, seconded by Council Member Smith to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting at 9:40 

p.m.   
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